ANNUAL REPORT

NOVEMBER 2, 2022

❧

5:30 PM
POTLUCK SUPPER
Please visit, relax, and enjoy your meal.

6:15 PM
BUSINESS MEETING
PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & REMARKS
Geoff Burrows

HERBERT & LOUISE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION GRANT
PRESENTATION
Ms. Elizabeth Paliga, Historic New England

7:00 PM
PROGRAM
~ Sandwich rocks ~

Dan Tinkham, Hydrogeologist

7:45 PM
DIRECTOR’S CLOSING REMARKS
Jim Mykland
❧

Our special thanks to the Doris L. Benz Community Center for use of this beautiful space. ~ We
also express our heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed to this evening’s meal and program:
Guest Speakers ~ Dan Tinkham
Members, Trustees and Staff
❧

2023 Summer Exhibition
“Small Treasures, Great Joys”

103rd Excursion Bulletin
(2021)
free to current members;
$10 each.

BECOME A
MEMBER or
RENEW!
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The mission of the Sandwich Historical Society is to collect and preserve the material
culture and historical record of the town of Sandwich and to use these resources
in service to the public through educational experiences and outreach to the
community.
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SANDWICH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Members,

October 21, 2022

The Sandwich Historical Society was established in 1917 with a purpose “of preserving
for future generations.” The wisdom of the people of 1917 to collect and to preserve
our culture and heritage is a gift to our generation. I will argue that these values were
born from the celebration of Old Home Week every year since 1899. The impact of Old
Home Week was acknowledged in 1940 by W. Leroy White, past president and
historian of the Society: “… we may well trace our Wentworth Library, probably the
Quimby Trust, Sandwich Historical Society and possibly Sandwich Home Industries…
to the observance of this celebration. Probably that intangible effect- the Sandwich
spirit… for it knits the summer residents with the all-year as is found in none of our
neighboring towns.”
There are many examples of the Society fulfilling its purpose, including, the Quimby
Barn move and rehabilitation in 2011-2012; the 2010 dismantling of the Forbes house,
stored, now rebuilt as the Quimby House; and the 2001 successful effort to save the
Christian Endeavor Hall from an architect’s plan to demolish. These buildings are
examples of Sandwich embracing the principles of preservation. These buildings,
repurposed, look like “they have always been there.” They live on as meaningful
landmarks in this classic New England village.
One whose business is surveyor recently told me, “The Sandwich Historical Society is
the best historical society anywhere in the state; no other town has such a record of its
history as we do.” When the Society took its first excursion in 1920 to Moses Hall’s
house in the Sandwich Notch, the desire to preserve the experience resulted in the birth
of our Excursion Bulletin, published for 103 consecutive years.
Lauren Hansen and the Collection & Exhibit committees created an excellent exhibit
for the 2022 season to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the grassroots campaign that
began in 1972 to ‘Saving Sandwich Notch’. The campaign was another demonstration
of that intangible Sandwich spirit so entrenched in this town. The Society partnered with
the newly formed Conservation Committee and the Society for the Protection of New
Hampshire Forests on a campaign to save the Notch from development, which
included senators, representatives and two presidents and lasted many years.
The Society was fortunate to have two participants in the 1972 campaign, Peter Pohl
and Malcom “Tink” Taylor, reminisce at our Old Home Day picnic. Both have articles
published in our Excursions (Tink in 2006 in the 87th Excursion and Peter in this year’s
103rd Excursion). The story of the Save the Notch campaign is preserved by the
Sandwich Historical Society, our purpose fulfilled!
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT
2022 saw the Society get back into a regular routine after the COVID years. In person
monthly trustee’s meetings were the norm with the physical interactions facilitating
discussions and ideas after the cold screens of Zoom came between us.
Our summer exhibit, “Persistence, Persuasion, Preservation - Saving Sandwich
Notch with the Power of Community” was a big success with many positive
comments from visitors about the exhibit and many other positive comments from
people who remembered or were active in the campaign to Save the Notch. The Exhibit
Committee did an extraordinary job of finding a way to present all the important
information and it was, esthetically, a powerful exhibit. Between the Marston House
and the Quimby Barn we had over 500 visitors come through the doors this summer
and autumn. Thank you to all our greeters at the Marston House and to Geoff Burrows
and his crew for keeping the Quimby Transportation Museum open on Saturdays from
May through the Fair.
The Education and Programs Committee hosted a full slate of interesting programs
starting with a picture night in early spring. Other programs included a walk in the
Notch highlighting geologic and human history, and a talk by Claire Sleeman from the
USFS on her research locating old cellar holes on Guinea Hill and Young Mountain
Road. Old Home Week saw another visit with Souls of Sandwich Past in the Rural
Cemetery, a foraging walk in the Chapman Sanctuary and Visny Woods, something
new, a day for people to share their collections with the public which proved to be very
popular. The week closed with an almost idyllic Annual Picnic in the Cook Intervale
under the giant oak tree with Mount Israel as a backdrop on a perfect day. All our
programming this year drew in a total of over 300 people. Thank you to the committee
for all your hard work and to those who helped lead all these programs.
The Collections Committee has been working steadily on cataloging our collections, an
up-hill task if ever there was one. This year we received the second consignment from
the Stephen Beede descendants including a magnificent oil painting of the Beede House
and photographs and papers from the family. The oil painting and a photograph of the
house, donated to the Society by the Beede descendants, formed the centerpiece of a
small exhibit in the woodshed of four views of the house over the years. The secretary
they delivered last year, along with other items, is now on display in the front room of
the Marston House. Lauren Hansen spent the winter and spring ‘reimagining’ the
parlor, children’s room and doctor’s office in the Marston House and all of our visitors
were very impressed. Thank you, Lauren and her team.
The Facilities Committee continues their hard work of keeping our buildings in repair.
Part of the Marston House was painted this year and, hopefully, the rest will be painted
before opening day next year.
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Publications and Research turned out another fine Annual Excursion, our 103rd. I
know they are always looking for new writers for the booklet, so if you have any
interest in a particular corner of Sandwich history contact Geoff Burrows. We were
gifted a set of magnificent library tables for our research library by the Hansen, Howe
and Stauffer families in memory of their progenitors who have been so instrumental to
the Society over the years. Thank you so much.
Financially, the Society is in fine shape thanks to the hard work of our treasurer, Jon
Taylor. The Finance and Development Committee are looking at ways to increase our
membership and find new sources of income. A team of trustees and staff has been
working as a Grant Writing Committee and although we lost out on a small museum
grant this year, we have decided to reapply for the next grant cycle. This grant would
help preserve paintings and paper items in our care. Another grant would work
towards stabilizing the heat and humidity in our “Room Within a Room” where many
paintings and other artifacts are stored.
We have lost some hard workers for the Society this past year and I hesitate to name
names for fear of forgetting someone. But Millie Kopperel, Dick Stohr, and Bruce
Montgomery will be hard to replace. At The September Trustees meeting it was voted
to dedicate the research library as the ‘Nancy and Bruce Montgomery Research
Library’ to honor their many contributions to the Society. We lost old friend Janet
Brown in a tragic fire in August.
We look forward to the Fair and a couple more programs before year’s end and also
Christmas in the Village. Even during our ‘slow’ season we keep busy. After the
Marston House closed on Labor Day weekend, we have had groups from OLLI, the
Tuftonboro Grange and the Tuftonboro Historical Society come through for tours. They
were all impressed by our museum and collections.
And finally, thank you to our hard-working officers and trustees who put so many
hours into keeping our organization working; and to our faithful volunteers who come
every week during the summer to act as greeters and throughout the year to support
other efforts. Thank you one and all.
Lauren Hansen, Jennifer Wright and Jenny Vierus, our staff, do all the heavy lifting
and day to day work to keep our Society vital and functioning. Without their hard work
the Society would not be the great organization we are.
James Mykland
Director
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DRAFT ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 3, 2021
Officers, trustees, and staff attending: Geoff Burrows, Jon Taylor, Sue Greene, David
Patridge, Ben Bullard, David Crory, Susan Davies, Nancy Hansen, Adam Heard, Helen
Ingalls, Charlene Ouellette, Kathy Vittum, Jim Mykland and Jennifer Wright. Trustee
nominee, Kurt Olafsen, and several other members were in attendance.
The Annual Meeting of members was held at the Benz Center; however, this year
there was no program or potluck supper. Geoff Burrows, Sandwich Historical Society
President, called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, and gave a synopsis of the year. Geoff
thanked the volunteers and authors of the excursion and newsletter articles. He went
on to thank the trustees and staff, and stated they are all true citizens of our Society and
the town. He noted the family of Stephen Beede, who lived in Sandwich in the 1700s
and 1800s, contacted the Society to with the wish to donate family items and return them
to Sandwich after 150 years. The Society has received a beautiful secretary and a
painting of the Stephen Beede house. Additional items will be delivered in 2022.
Stephen Beede was the grandson of Daniel Beede. Geoff closed his opening remarks
with highlighting our 300 plus members, which is our strength. We have worked hard
to create an enviable historical society with a healthy endowment.
Approval of Minutes: The 2020 annual meeting was held virtually. The notes of the
meeting were approved on a motion by Ben Bullard, and seconded by Adam Hard;
motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Jon Taylor reminded everyone in attendance that we are on a
calendar year. The financial report highlights numbers for 2020 and for the first nine
months of 2021. We ended 2020 on a good note – we had a $10,000 surplus, which was
rolled over into the 2021 budget.
Nominating Committee: Ben Bullard presented the slate of nominees - Charlene
Ouellette (renewal), and Kurt Olafsen (new trustee). The nominations were approved on
a motion by Geoff Burrows, and seconded by David Patridge.
Director’s Report: Jim Mykland noted he has been happy to be on the job and to work
with a very good staff. We have some exciting projects coming up.
Move to Adjourn: Business meeting ended at 6:40 PM. Adjournment moved, seconded
and approved.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
The Sandwich Historical Society is on a calendar year basis for financial reporting, and
this report covers the final results of operations for the year ended December 31, 2021
along with a summary of results for the first nine months of 2022.
We ended 2021 with operating revenue of $116,337 and operating expenses of $115,206,
which includes the non-cash provision for Capital Reserve of $6,000, for a net operating
gain of $1,131. We began 2021 with a balance in Restricted Funds of $21,379 for special
projects and received $20,338 during the year. The major expenditure from these funds
was $7,408 for electrical work at the Heard Barn, and we ended the year with $33,439 in
restricted funds.
Through September 30, 2022 we have total operating revenues of $85,734 and operating
expenses before depreciation of $91,108. Our Annual Appeal occurs in the fall, and we
expect to be near budget by year end. During 2022 to date, we have completed the
painting of half of the Marston House using $18,500 of restricted funds, and at present,
have $25,470 in restricted funds.
Our endowment is managed by Charter Trust Company of Concord, NH, and our policy
since 2002 has been is to withdraw no more than 4.5% of the prior four-year average value
of the fund for each year’s normal operations, with the ultimate goal of preserving and
growing the fund to support our operations long into the future.
We began 2021 with a balance of $1,985,924, withdrew $75,790 for normal operating
expenses and ended the year with a market value of $2,289,461. The endowment
provided 64.5% of our normal operating revenues in 2021 before depreciation, with the
balance provided by membership fees, admissions, shop sales, and contributions. Our
endowment at September 30, 2022 had a market value of $1,717,926 after withdrawing
$61,760 for the current year’s operations, and we project to cover about 72.8% of our
operating expenses in 2022. Despite the significant drop in the endowment balance, our
4.5% four-year average draw will increase in 2023 by $967.
Jon Taylor
Treasurer
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SANDWICH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Balance Sheet as of September 30, 2022 and December 31, 2021
ASSETS

9/30/2022

Current Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents

$

Prepaid Expenses
Total Current Assets:
Investments
Beneficial Interest in Trusts
Antiques and Documents
Property and Equipment, net
TOTAL ASSETS

67,242

12/31/2021

$

79,886
1,734

67,242

81,620

1,717,926
19,017
38,220
564,127

2,289,461
22,580
38,220
564,127

$

2,406,532

$

2,996,008

$

652
4,844
10,875

$

371
5,326
11,567

LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities:
Accounts Payable
Accrued Expenses
Deferred Revenue
Total Liabilities

16,371

17,264

2,357,144
33,017

2,922,725
56,019

2,390,161

2,978,744

Net Assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily Restricted
TOTAL NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS

$

2,406,532

$

2,996,008
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SANDWICH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Summary Statement of Revenue and Expense
For the Nine Months Ending September 30, 2022 Compared with September 30, 2021
Nine Months Ending September 30, 2022
General Operations
Restricted Funds
Contribution Income

$

21,069

$

Restricted Income

30

Nine Months Ending September 30, 2021
Restricted Funds
General Operations

Total
$

21,099

$

13,853

11,287

11,287

146

2,869

2,344

Total
$

13,853

19,868

19,868

48

2,392

Museum Sales

2,723

Other Income

182

-

411

411

-

411

61,760

-

61,760

56,846

-

56,846

Total Revenue

85,734

11,463

97,197

73,454

19,916

93,370

Facilities Expense

14,900

18,600

33,500

10,028

7,408

17,436

Museum Operations

23,232

832

24,064

20,966

870

21,836

4,543

4,543

5,760

5,760

46,278

46,278

45,741

45,741

Other Expenses

2,155

2,781

2,781

2,781

Total Expenses

91,108

19,432

110,540

85,276

8,278

(5,374)

(7,969)

(13,343)

(11,822)

11,638

Non-Cash Provisions:
Provision for Capital Reserve

(4,500)

-

(4,500)

(4,500)

-

(4,500)

Budget Basis, Net

(9,874)

(7,969)

(17,843)

(16,322)

11,638

(4,684)

(11,352)

-

(11,352)

(11,483)

-

(11,483)

Use of Endowment

Office Expenses
Personnel Expenses

Net Profit (Loss)
before Non-Cash Provisions
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Provision for Depreciation (1)
Net Income (Loss)
Notes:

$

(21,226)

$

(7,969)

$

(29,195)

$

(27,805)

$

(1) The required Depreciation Expense is the sum of the Provision for Capital Reserve and Provision for Depreciation

11,638

93,554
(184)

$

(16,167)

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
After two years of adhering to Covid-19 requirements, 2022 was at last a normal work
year for the Collections Committee. By early January the textile team of Nancy Hansen,
Barbara Pries and Susan Davies was back in their Wentworth Room winter space. Along
with new team member, Kathy Vittum, their winter work goal was to tackle the large
boxes of men’s, children’s and household linens still not cataloged and/or properly
stored. We soon learned that project needed to take a backseat to the task of assisting
Curator Lauren Hansen as she reimagined the Elisha Marston House (EMH) displays for
the 2022 summer season.
Lauren’s vision involved a total makeover of three rooms: the Parlor, Children’s Room
and Doctor’s Office. Under her able leadership, built-in shelves and all collections objects
were removed, walls were patched and painted and new visions for the rooms
established. The recently donated Stephen Beede Secretary grounds (highlights) the 19th
century pastime’s theme of reading and writing, music and sewing showcased in the
Parlor. The makeovers to the Doctor’s Office and the Children’s Room are bright and
lively, featuring both objects from our toy, educational and medical collections and
photos of Sandwich people involved in those pursuits. See the Exhibit Report for a full
description of all the exciting updates.
In preparation for the EMH redesign, the Collections Committee was delighted to
welcome returning member Joanne Moser and new worker, Liz Smith to the team noted
above. Many hours were spent identifying and photographing hundreds of small objects
(some seem to have been untouched in the cases on the shelves since the 1970’s)
researching their provenance and determining their status for our collection. Over fifty
objects had never been cataloged and are now “new” objects, the tiniest being two
Stanhope Viewers from the 1893 Chicago World’s Colombian Exposition/Chicago
World’s Fair!
Meanwhile, Helen Ingalls and Franz Nicolay, continued to assist Lauren in the
behind-the-scenes project of cataloging and photographing the wooden and metal tools,
implements and objects housed in the Quimby Transportation Museum. Both the
basement and second floor storage areas have become organized areas to be proud of
with our collections properly identified and stored.
In September, Barbara Pries completed the updated index of SHS Excursion Bulletins
from the past 22 years. This is an invaluable on-going resource to researchers and a vital
addition to our community and institutional memory. We thank Barbara for her threeyear dedication to this important project.
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The work of fully cataloging our donations from the past few years continued throughout
summer and fall times. In October, the accessioning team met to assess the new donations
that we continue to receive and to agree to responsibly part with items that do not fit with
our collection policies. As always, we are so very grateful for the generosity of the donors
who add important and wonderful items to our collection.
Raising funds to care for and interpret our collection is a continuing need. This fall we
were honored to be the New Hampshire recipient of Historical New England’s 2022
Herbert & Louise Whitney Community Preservation Grant. The funds will be used to
explore/review & update our Sandwich Indigenous connections and SHS artifacts.
Although the highly competitive IMLS Collections conservation grant we submitted at
the end of 2021 was not funded, we were encouraged to resubmit. We are hopeful our
revised request for much needed professional conservation of several of our valuable
documents and works of art will fare better in the new round of funding. During a very
busy year, Helen, Lauren and Jim Mykland, with support and consultation from Susan
and others, continue to pursue funding for HVAC systems to upgrade our Quimby Barn
collections storage areas.
With gratitude to the collections committee who generously volunteer their time: Joan
Cook, Nancy Hansen, Barbara Kerr, Sue Greene, Linn Maxwell, Bob Michael, Joanne
Moser, Charlene Ouelette, Franz Nicolay, Barbara Pries, Liz Smith, Jon Taylor and Kathy
Vittum,
Susan Davies and Helen Ingalls, co-chairs

EDUCATION AND PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
In June for our Opening Day festivities, we once again invited artisans to demonstrate
traditional practices outside of the Quimby Transportation Museum and interact with
visitors. Invited artists were Tina Greenfield (decorative painting), Suzanne Weil
(pottery), and Franz Nicolay (carved walking sticks). These demonstrations were
complemented by the opening of the annual exhibit, the dedication of the Slade Room
housing the Concord Coach, and the celebration tenth anniversary of the moving of the
Quimby Barn and creation of the Transportation Museum. Geoff Burrows and Jim
Mykland spoke at the ceremony.
During Old Home Week, Jenna Rozelle, a professional edible and medicinal plant
forager, from Parsonsfield, Maine, led fifteen people on an educational Foraging Walk
through the Chapman Sanctuary and Visny Woods. We identified plant species that most
likely were utilized by our Euro-American ancestors, and Indigenous Peoples before
them, for food and medicine.
10

We created our first, annual Collectors’ Day at the Grange Hall, with eight exhibitors
displaying their personal collections of historical, multi-cultural, and pop-culture
artifacts. With about one hundred people in attendance, interest was high, and many of
the exhibits were interactive. SHS had a display of items from the history of the Mt. Israel
Grange, along with the other exhibitors, which included: Shaw Smith (1893 Chicago
World’s Fair Columbian Exposition artifacts), Franz Nicolay (vintage typewriters,
cameras, graphoscope & stereo images, and an Edison phonograph with wax cylinders),
Peter Gifford (guitars), Tom and Anne Chiappisi (vintage model trains and buildings),
Peggy Longley (Far Eastern and Mayan artifacts), Peter Winship (Ethiopian artifacts),
and Laurie Langevin (Beanie Babies and 3-D puzzles).
Once again, this year we were able to present an event at the Baptist and Rural cemeteries
on the first Sunday of Old Home Week. It was a beautiful day although very hot. It did
not deter an audience from attending. We had over 50 people who gathered around our
actors as they portrayed the souls of Sandwich. This year we encouraged donations and
raised $100 on the day of the event. Daniel Hoyt was portrayed by Jim Mykland, Albert
Gallatin Hoyt was portrayed by Liam Ouellette, Thomas Burleigh was portrayed by
Christopher Boldt, Belle Forbush was portrayed by Kitty Greene, and Mabel G Merrill BT
was portrayed by Victoria Dworkin.
The Society entered a float in the Fair’s Grand Street Parade, and we won a blue ribbon
for best representation of theme in our class (Theme: Saving Sandwich Notch). In
addition, we won the Tish O’Neil Award for carrying on the history of Sandwich. Adults
on the float: Carley Ouellette (bird watcher/ hiker), Chris Hardy (flying fishing ). Children
on the float: Wyatt Dow (skier), Orrin Dow (hunter) and Amaya Sanguedolce (swimmer
and slider. We are also grateful for the following people who helped to make the float a
reality: Sue Greene, Lauren Hansen, Adam Heard, Helen Ingalls, Jim Mykland , Franz
Nicolay, Charlene Ouellette, Rowan Electric (trailer), Maggie and Boone Porter (hay
bales) and Russ Ouelette (pulled the float).
Helen Ingalls
Franz Nicolay
Charlene Ouellette, co-chairs

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE
Summer 2022 found us marking 50-years from the start of the campaign to save Sandwich
Notch. As this was the case, we thought it appropriate to celebrate the campaign and its
success with our exhibit, Persistence, Persuasion, Preservation: Saving Sandwich Notch with
the Power of Community.
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The exhibit consisted, primarily, of a timeline starting with pre-contact, indigenous
peoples’ use of the Notch to the 2022 completion of the Beebe River Tract conservation.
The bulk of the timeline focused on the sixty years from the original land purchase by the
Parker-Young Lumber Company, the successive owners and subsequent parceling and
conservation of the land, particularly through the successful grassroots campaign to
“Save Sandwich Notch.” A series of maps represented the incremental inclusion of land
to either the White Mountain National Forest or conservation.
Highlight pieces in the exhibit were the enlarged S.N.A.P pamphlet, originally made by
Bob Dustin, which hung from the ceiling and the Beede Falls collage compiled of
photographs taken by Alan DiBiase. There was also an audio/visual component to the
exhibit; a portion of a recording of a town meeting played from speakers in the exhibit
space and visitors had the opportunity to watch interviews with Peter Pohl and Tink
Taylor on computers with headphones. We had tremendous, positive feedback.
We reopened the Elisha Marston House (EMH) this summer after having kept it closed
to the public for two years. Three rooms were completely redecorated, the parlor, doctor’s
office and children’s room. We moved out large furniture pieces and replaced them with
new acquisitions or pieces from our collection storage. Nearly all artwork hung
throughout EMH was replaced with the exception of a few pieces in the dining room and
kitchen. Our recently acquired hutch in the dining room now displays a small portion of
our ceramic collection.
The collections committee emptied the shelving units in the children’s room and two of
the units were removed. One went into storage and the other hangs in the doctor’s office.
Emptying and moving the shelves allowed the collections committee to ensure all objects
on display had accurate catalog records. The two remaining shelves have been curated to
represent different aspects of children’s lives, school and play. The newly hung shelf in
the doctor’s office was curated to represent the medical community of Sandwich’s
history. The built-in shelves in the parlor were also rearranged; instead of holding books,
the shelves now display small objects from our collection. Lighting was purchased for the
built-in and hanging shelves. This has brought many positive reactions and I plan to
continue improving lighting throughout EMH.
Visitor interaction was a consideration as we re-interpreted EMH. We situated a table
with tea set and a school desk in the children’s room for hands-on play. The desk is set
up with chalk and slate with which our young visitors can experiment. Another new
interactive feature is the rocking chair situated in front of the parlor fireplace. A
photograph of Elisha Marston sitting in his rocking chair in the same spot is on display
nearby and visitors are encouraged to sit and take their picture like Elisha and post it on
social media using #elisharocks. There has been no use of the hashtag yet but I am hopeful
that as we expand our website and visibility on social media we will see more interaction
next year.
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Many thanks to everyone who helped with all aspects of exhibition and re-imagination:
Helen Ingalls, Nancy Hansen, Susan Davies, Kathy Vittum, Franz Nicolay, Jim Mykland,
Jennifer Wright, Ben Bullard, David Patridge, Liz Smith and everyone who volunteered
their time to staff the greeter’s desk. I would also like to extend special thank you to Roger
Larochelle and his team at the Squam Lakes Conservation Society, particularly Emerson
Phares who created the maps for the exhibit; Alan DiBiase for the photos of Beede Falls;
and Peter Pohl and Tink Taylor for allowing themselves to be interviewed.
Lauren Hansen, chair

FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE
Elisha Marston House: The main focus this year was the repair and painting of of the
Marston House. Kevin Sayer and company completed half the building as planned.
Extensive prep was required, which entailed pressure washing, scraping and sanding
before priming and painting. David Rogers replaced rotten trim boards and clapboards
as needed.
The completed parts of the building were the Corner House end and the street side of the
barn, as well as the ell, three sides of the main house and the street side of the Wentworth
wing. Next year the remainder of the facility will be completed.
In 2023, we will update the ten year maintenance plan for all of our buildings. These plans
are necessary in order to keep up the condition of our wonderful buildings.
Many thanks to all the volunteers, trustees and staff for their help in making the Society
so vibrant and successful.
David Patridge, chair

FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
It has been a relief to come back to some semblance of normality at the Society after a
couple of years of restricted activity. Last fall we conducted a fund drive to pay for the
painting of our main museum building, the Elisha Marston House. Combining a
matching gift with generous donations from all our officers and trustees, grants from the
Doris L. Benz and Alfred Quimby Trusts as well as individual gifts from some of our
long-time supporters, we achieved our goal and the museum received face lift. Next
spring, we will continue the paint job on the Wentworth wing, the fire escape stairs and
the back of the building. A thank you goes out to all involved!
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I am sure all have noticed the continuing progress on the Quimby House reconstruction
(formerly known as the Forbes House) next to the old Quimby School building.
Although the Society is not financially involved in the project, we applaud the Quimby
Trust’s effort in adding another historic gem to our community. At some later date upon
completion, the Society will help develop a display of the history of the Quimby School
and the Sandwich Fair inside. Also, as the old materials from the Quimby House project
are used up, the basement of the Heard Barn, where they now stored, will be freed up to
continue our restoration there.
In 2023, the Development Committee will embark on an update of our Strategic Plan, a
plan to initiate an increase in our membership, and in conjunction with facilities,
do an inventory of all maintenance needed on our buildings, schedule of completion, and
the costs involved. This is important because all of our buildings are very old and need
constant attention. The increasing costs to maintain them need to be prioritized and
funded by our supporters.
We thank all our trustees, volunteers, and members for supporting the Society through
hard work, time spent, and financial help. For a small town like ours, the Society is the
gold standard in our effort to keep the historical record alive for the future, provide
events, educational programs, publications, access to the archives, displays of our
collections, and our yearly exhibit on a special topic. Thanks again for your support.
Ben Bullard,cChair

PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE
We would like to recognize and thank the individuals who have contributed to this
year’s Excursion Bulletin: Geoff Burrows, Donna Di Casparro, Carl Hansen, Jim
Mykland, Charlene Ouellette, Peter Pohl, and Jon Taylor; volunteers from the various
organizations who contributed to our “Year in Review” section, and Ann Burghardt
and Jenny Vierus, who assisted our editor, Jennifer Wright, with editing and proofreading. Thank you!
We invite folks to submit a story of Sandwich History for consideration to the Bulletin
or Newsletter. Articles must be of original writing with sources cited. Reminiscences
will be considered as a companion to the Society’s desire for more oral history. The
Excursion mission today is to record historical Sandwich and Sandwich-related stories.
Geoff Burrows, chair
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2022 BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND STAFF
OFFICERS

TRUSTEES

Geoffrey Burrows, President
David Patridge, Vice President
Jonathan Taylor, Treasurer
H. Benjamin Bullard, Asst. Treasurer
Sue Greene, Secretary

David Crory
Susan Davies
Nancy Hansen
Adam Heard
Helen Ingalls
Bob Michael
Franz Nicolay
Kurt Olafsen
Charlene Ouellette
Dan Reidy
Kathy Vittum

NOMINEES FOR NEW TRUSTEES/OFFICERS
Will be made available at the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, November 2, 2022
STAFF
James Mykland
Lauren Hansen
Jenny Vierus
Jennifer Wright

Director
Museum and Collections Coordinator
Bookkeeper
Office Manager and Research Coordinator

2021-2022 COMMITTEES
Collections: Susan Davies (co-chair), Geoff Burrows, Joan Cook, Sue Greene, Lauren
Hansen, Nancy Hansen, Helen Ingalls (co-chair), Barbara Kerr, Linn Maxwell, Bob
Michael, Joanne Moser, Franz Nicolay, Charlene Ouellette, Barbara Pries and Kathy
Vittum
Education and Programs:

David Crory, Sue Greene, Helen Ingalls (co-chair), Jim

Mykland, Franz Nicolay (co-chair), Kurt Olafsen, Charlene Ouellette (co-chair), Denise
Read (LCSH), Dan Reidy, and Jennifer Wright
Executive: Geoff Burrows, Ben Bullard, Susan Davies, Sue Greene, Adam Heard, Bob
Michael, David Patridge, and Jon Taylor
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2021-2022 COMMITTEES (continued)
Exhibit: Susan Davies, Lauren Hansen (chair), Jim Mykland, and Jennifer Wright
Facilities and Maintenance: David Patridge (chair), Ben Bullard, Geoff Burrows, David
Crory, Helen Ingalls, Bob Michael, Jim Mykland, Jon Taylor, and Kathy Vittum
Finance and Development: Ben Bullard (co-chair), Geoff Burrows, Susan Davies, Adam
Heard, Bob Michael, and Jon Taylor (co-chair)
Research and Publications: Geoff Burrows (chair), Ann Burghardt, Susan Davies, Bruce
Montgomery, Jim Mykland, Kurt Olafsen, Jon Taylor, Jenny Vierus, and Jennifer Wright

IN REMEMBRANCE
The Sandwich Historical Society lost two important former trustees this past year, Millie
Kopperl and D. Bruce Montgomery. Both were influential in my growth as a member of
the board of trustees. Millie and Bruce were leaders during a period of the Society’s
history when it what was moving from a seasonal part-time operation to a year-round
museum with paid staff. The following is my appreciation for the knowledge I received
from Millie and Bruce.
Millie introduced me to proper museum standards and the professional standards
required for management of a year-round business. She brought the Society’s operations
to the 21st century, introducing PastPerfect for collections and membership
documentation. Millie respected my interest in town and state history. She appreciated
my efforts to promote the Standards of Preservation established by the U.S. Department
of Interior for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings. When the Christian Endeavor Hall
in the Center Sandwich Historic District was threatened with demolition in 2001, it was
the Sandwich Historical Society, led by Millie and Bruce, that initiated the discussion that
led to it being repurposed, so that today you would think the building has always been
in its present condition. Millie had non-profit historical connections all over the state. In
our efforts to save the Christian Endeavor Hall, Millie brought me to the New Hampshire
Division of Historic Resources where I met James Garvin, State Architectural Historian
and Linda Wilson. I always have appreciated that Millie took me, a novice, to Concord
to discuss what many would say “just an old building” with those esteemed authorities.
Bruce loved to research. He promoted the value of our town newspaper, The Sandwich
Reporter (1883-1944), and he sponsored its digitization. He loved the real history of
Sandwich, especially Sandwich Notch; however, he also would chuckle at some anecdote
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that was just fun. Bruce and Nancy were editors of the Excursion throughout the 8os, 90s
into the 2000s. They wrote many articles through the years. When I started to seriously
investigate my family history, I found an article Bruce had written about the migration
to Illinois in 1834. Soon after finding the article, I saw Bruce at the dump, and although I
did not know him, I asked him a question about his article, which he replied, “I don’t
remember! It was a long time ago.” Then he looked at me and asked, “Do you want to
write an article for us?” Two months later Guthrie Speers called and invited me to be a
trustee. Bruce was always encouraging, asking, “What do you have going now?” When
an edition of the Excursion was finished Bruce would ask “What ideas do you have for
next year’s Excursion?” We worked on several stories together over the years. Bruce was
always supportive of the Society’s infrastructure campaigns over the years, especially the
Quimby Barn. He attended every Opening Day and every Old Home Week picnic. When
Bruce would arrive in town and I would be sitting on my porch, he would stop and say
“Hello!” Bruce was a friend with no conditions; the two of us were from different worlds
but shared the experience of Sandwich. The Sandwich of W. Leroy White’s “intrinsic
spirit.”
Geoff Burrows
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